
Appendix A – Draft Core Policy 13 (Breckland Core Strategy) 

Core Policy 13: Sustainable Rural Communities 

Villages and countryside communities will be supported by appropriate development in order 
to make them more sustainable.  The scale of housing development for the villages of the 
District is set out in the distribution policy.  Key services in the villages will be protected and 
the rural economy will be supported by development in appropriate locations. 

Protection of Local Services 

Key local services will be supported and their enhancement or the provision of new services 
encouraged.  Where necessary, key services will be protected from the pressures of 
development.  Where new services are proposed in rural villages that fulfil a community 
need, they will be supported. 

Rural Settlements 

In villages not identified for a specific level of growth in the settlement hierarchy, residential 
development will only be permitted where suitable sites are available inside the limits of a 
defined settlement boundary.  

Settlement boundaries will be defined for rural communities where: 

(a) There are at least two of the following key local services; food shop (including 
farm shop), post office, pub, doctors surgery, primary school, and; 

 (b) either good public transport links or a range of local facilities and employment 
opportunities. 

The settlement boundaries will be reviewed as part of the Site Specifics Policies and 
Proposals Development Plan Document and the basis of this review will be the 
rationalisation of settlement boundaries to address the following: 

(i) removal of settlement boundaries from some villages or parts of villages where it is no 
longer sustainable in terms of access to services or in terms of the form and character of that 
settlement to accommodate further development within the existing boundary; 

(ii) identification of new settlement boundaries where a rural community satisfies the above 
criteria (a) and (b); 

(iii) amendments to existing settlement boundaries to facilitate either (1) the inclusion of 
adjoining brownfield sites or small-scale sites (5 units); or (2) the tightening of boundaries to 
exclude backland development.  In both cases the amendment would result in a more logical 
and defensible settlement boundary.   

Employment in the Countryside 

The diversification of existing rural enterprises and the development of new enterprises 
where a rural location is justified will be supported in accordance with the criteria set out in 
national guidance and provided there are no significant detrimental environmental, 
landscape, conservation or highway impacts.  

Dwellings in association with existing rural enterprises will be permitted where it complies 
with the requirements of national guidance in relation to new dwelling houses in the 
countryside. 

 


